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She was the pioneer of schools for deaf and dumb children
tinder eight. Her work began long before the Revolution. Her
experiences during the early period, when it was considered
essential to have Communist directors of schools, even though
their qualifications were sometimes that of a cook or kitchen-
maid, would make amusing reading now, though at the time it
must have been heart-breaking.
The home, which is residential, is situated in a workers'
district near the Amo factory. Up to July 1934 the school had
no contacts with the life outside. The attempts to persuade the
Amo factory to take patronage over the school have so far proved
abortive. Worse than that, the factory took away a piece of the
gardens belonging to the school, and attempted to take away the
whole of it. The home is attached to the local committee of the
District Deaf and Dumb Institute. It is supported by the Lenin
Borough1 Education Authority, and receives a sum up to 800
roubles a month from the parents as payment for food.
The building is of wood, of one storey, such as was common
for homes among well-to-do peasants. Owing to the action of
the Amo factory, there is little space for outdoor activities. A
hut for the technical workers (cook, maids), laundry, shed, and
barn have been erected in the gardens. Flowers and some
vegetables are cultivated, the children helping with this work.
There are seven rooms, a kitchen, and other offices. The house
is very light and extraordinarily clean. The cleanliness was
staggering. I learnt that it was the chief pride of the house-
keeper, who cooks and cleans.
Of the seven rooms, one is an isolation-room, three are bed-
rooms, two are class-rooms, and one room is for the head, which
also serves as the office. Both class and sleeping accommodation
are inadequate. There is no separate workroom for manual work,
which Natalie Raou considers essential. The equipment gener-
ally is very poor. There is a shortage of coloured pencils—" the
children's speech "—paper, books, blunt-edged scissors, ham-
mers, saws, etc., and a lack of didactic apparatus, which has
1 Lenin Borough is a district in Moscow.

